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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, 


David Earl of” Leven and Melvill, 


MY LORD, 

IAN naturally led to inſcribe this ſermon to 
your Lordſhip, as having been the repreſentative 
of our moſt gracious Sovereign, in the laſt Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, at the opening of which, this diſ- 
courſe was delivered. But I feel myſelf ſtrongly 
impelled to do ſo by another motive, a firm con- 
viction of your ſincere regard, and exemplary at- 
tention to the inſtitutions of our holy religion, 


which it was the purpoſe of this ſermon, to recom- 


mend and promote. I am happy to add your 


Lordſhip's name to the honourable lift of thoſe, 


who 


ER 
who are not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
To cheriſh the ſame ſpirit in others, and particu- 
larly in thoſe who fil the higher ranks in life, and 
whoſe example has the moſt diffuſive influence on 
ſociety, is the important end which I earneſtly 


wiſh to attain by this publication, 
With much reſpect 
I am, My Lord, 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt Humble n, 


ANDREW HUNTER. 


HDINBURGH, 
Juxx 28.1793. 3 
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A SERMON. 


1 Tres. v. 20. 
Deſpiſe not Prophecyings. 


Br propheeyings, is not meant here, as in ſome 
other paſſages of Scripture, the prediction of future 
events. This phraſe is ſometimes uſed in a more 
enlarged acceptation, to denote any revelation or 
diſcovery of the will of God to mankind. In this 
ſenſe, St. Paul uſes it in 1 Cor. chapter 14. He 
that prophecieth, (ſays he, in ver. 3. 4.) ſpeak- 
« eth unto men to edification and exhortation 
« and comfort. He that prophecies, edifieth the 
6. church.” Though the firſt teachers of Chriſ- 
| Hanity were entitled to peculiar regard, as de- 
livering the dictates of the Divine Spirit, or the 
infallible oracles of truth, yet theſe words may be 
applied, without ſtraining them, to the inſtructions 
communicated by faithful. teachers of religion in 
every age, and to the offices of devotion, in which 
they preſide. If explained in this ſenſe, the charge 
in the text, appears at no time more ſeaſonable 
than at preſent, when religious inſtructions are 
frequently deemed objects of contempt, and when 

A many 


e 
many forſake the aſſembling of themſelves to 8 
for the purpoſes of ſocial devotion. 

I need hardly remind you, that when the Apoſ- 
tle exhorts the Theſſalonians not to deſpiſe pro- 
phecyings, he means not merely to reſtrain them 
from pouring contempt on the public miniſtra- 
tions of religion, but alſo to urge their attending 


on them with frequency and reverence. After 


having cautioned them in the preceding verſe 
againſt quenching the Spirit, he naturally ſubjoins 
the injunction in the text, as there is nothing ſo 
adverſe to the influence of the Holy Spirit, as a 
contempt of the means of inſtruction and grace. 


IN diſcourſing on this ſubject, I ſhall endeavour 
to repreſent and enforce the obligations to a fre- 
quent and devout attendance on the inſtitutions 
of religion: and then, 2. I ſhall refute the apolo- 
gies for the neglect of them. * IS, 

1. Conſider the reaſonableneſs of the duties of 
the houſe of God. Theſe conſiſt of prayer and 
praiſe, celebrating the ſacraments, and hearing 
of ſermons and expoſitions of the ſcriptures. Now 
what can be more fit than that aſſemblies of rea- 
ſonable creatures ſhould join together 1 in acknow- 


leging 


42-3 


leging their Supreme Creator and Lord. Not on- 


ly as individuals, but as members of ſociety, we 
enjoy many bleſſings, which claim our united teſ- 
timonies of grateful homage. In all countries of 
the world, Providence has beſtowed many public 
and national benefits; but hardly any nation has 
had ſo large a ſhare of them, as the inhabitants of 
this kingdom. Favoured with an excellent form 
of civil government, which affords the ſtrongeſt 
incitements to induſtry and virtuous exertions, 
and the fulleſt protection to our character, pro- 
perty, and perſons; bleſſed with the light of the 
everlaſting Goſpel, and with a degree of religious 
liberty almoſt unexampled in the hiſtory of the 
world have we not the moſt powerful induce- 
ments to public acts of thankſgiving and praiſe ? 
Nothing can be more fit than that bleflings con- 
ferred on communities ſhould be acknowleged by 
them with united ardour. 

Again— What can be more ads. than 
that men ſhould join together often to confeſs. 
their fins and deprecate the divine diſpleaſure ? 

I acknowlege that there are ſome fing of the 

heart, or ſecret offences, which need not be divul- 
got to the world, and which are proper ſubjects 
A 2 1 


( 4: ) 


only for private confeſſion before God. But there 
are many other ſins of a more open kind, by which 
ſociety may have been offended, or our bad ex- 


ample proved hurtful to others. Of theſe the 


propriety of public confeſſion is apparent. But 
beſides ſome offences peculiar to particular per- 
ſons, there are various omiſſions and tranſgreſſions 
of duty, with which all men are chargeable, Now 
what can be more natural and fit, than that thoſe 
Who are involved in ſimilar circumſtances of guilt, . 


ſhould offer their joint contrite acknowledgements 
to him whom they have offended, and implore his 
unmerited- mercy ? Many of our offences are 
breaches of ſocial or relative duties. As citizens, 
as members of ſociety, each of us has been contri- 


buting our ſhare to the filing up the meaſure of 5 


national guilt, and to the drawing down of public 
judgments. Should we not then aſſemble with 


frequency to humble ourſelves before God, and to 


deprecate that diſpleaſure which our iniquities de- 


ſerve? From the hiſtory of the ſews and other na- 


tions, it appears that ſolemn faſts were appointed 
and religiouſly obſerved by the inhabitants. It 
was reaſonably expected that ſuch ſolemnities 
might be an effectual mean of promoting repen- 


tance 


| 
| 
| 
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rance and reformation of manners, and that the 


united prayers of congregations, for averting aw- 5 
ful judgments, or rendering them productive of 


beneficial effects, would be graciouſly anſwered. 


This leads me to take notice of the reaſonable- | 


neſs and importance of public worſhip, | as it re- 


ſpecs the preſenting our {ypplications to God for 
important bleſſings. 


Though God liſtens with a favourable ear to the | 
ſecret addreſſes of his people, we have reaſon from 


Scripture to think, that the united interceſſions of 
' devout worſhippers are peculiarly acceptable in his 
ſight. How fit then is it, that Chriſtian families 
and ſocieties, ſhould join together as with one 


heart and voice, in interceeding for the bleſſings 


they ſtand in need of. When a City or communi- 
| ty has any important favour to alk from govern- 
ment, with what eagerneſs do men unite their in- 
fluence i in the application ? Are the men of the 
world ſo zealous and induſtrious in obtaining the 
tranſitory enjoyments of this life, and ſhall Chriſ- 
tians be indifferent or remiſs in ſecuring the poſſeſ- 
| fion of an incorruptible inheritance? If ſocieties 
owe their exiſtence, and the continuance of their 


privileges to the Supreme . of events; if the 


ſacceſs 
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tucceſs both of public and private enterpriſes de- 
pends upon his pleaſure; ; if he can eaſily diſcon- 
cert our ſchemes, and viſit us with famine, peſti- 
lence and other calamities: How reaſonable then 
is it for men to aſſemble together, and pr eſent their 
fervent petitions for the divine favour! ? How fit 
that they ſhould, with general conſent and impor- 
tunity, ſupplicate the pardon of the fins committed 
by themſelves and others ; implore the protection 
and bleſſing of a kind providence : to the nation or 


| community, to which they belong, the faithful ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice, the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, 
and the encreaſe of piety and virtue among all 


ranks? How proper then and important are the 
public duties of devotion; how unreaſonable i 18 


the conduct of thoſe who deſpiſe or negledt them ! 


How i impious and provoking to a holy God, muſt 
be the language of thoſe who ſay.— What is the 


« Almighty that we ſhould ſerve him, or what, 


profit ſhall we have, if we pray to him?“ | 

Having repreſented the reaſonableneſs of public 
acts of devotion, ſuffer me now to ſet before you, 
briefly, the fitneſs of attending to theſe diſcourſes, 
which are addrefled to Chriſtian congregations, 
Theſe conſtitute | a very conſiderable part of the 
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ty. 

employment of our worſhipping aſſemblies : and 
it is probable that the Apoſtle had them chiefly in 
his eye, when he ſaid, * deſpiſe not prophecyings.” 
Now, what can be more reaſonable, than a re- 
gular attendance on public religious inſtructions? 
A preached goſpel is declared by the Author of our 
religion, to be the wiſdom and power of God unto 
ſalvation; it is the principal mean, which he hath 
appointed for the converſion of finners, and the 
edification of ſaints, He hath eſtabliſhed an or- 
der of men to miniſter in ſacred things, to be faith- 0 
ful reprovers of the wicked, and helpers of the faith 

and joy of the righteous. By a ſuitable courſe 
of preparatory ſtudies, they are trained for the diſ- 
charge of the duties of the ſacred office. They 

are ſeparated from worldly engagements to medi- 

tate on divine things, and give themſelves wholly | 
to them, that their profiting may appear unto all. 
By the divine bleſſing on their diligence in pro- 

feſſional ſtudies, and by frequency in devotional 

| exerciſes, they become qualified for being © work- 
5 men that need not to be aſhamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth.” They have gone through 

the trials that have been thought requiſite proofs 

of their abilities and good character, and have re- 
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1490 
teived the approbation and authority of compe- 
tent judges, to be miniſters or preachers of the 
Goſpel. If we have recourſe to phyſicians, law- 


yers, and others, as to our health and ſecular affairs, 


it may be expected that . the prieſt's lips ſhould 
„ keep knowledge, and that men ſhould learn the 
e lawat his mouth.” - 

It cannot be wiſe in matters of the higheſt mo- 
ment to reject the aid of thoſe who are qualified 
to aſſiſt you by their inſtructions and prayers, in 
preparing for an eternal world. Though it is the 
duty of every individual to ſearch the Scriptures 
and judge for himſelf as to the truths of religion; 
this does not ſuperſede the utility of a ſtated mi- 
niſtry, for promoting our progreſs in religious 
knowledge, and in all the virtues of the divine life. 
Conſidering the little leiſure and fitneſs for ſtudy, 
which the bulk of mankind have, from their li- 


mited education, and the extent of their worldly 
buſineſs, ſuch aſſiſtance muſt be highly expedient 


and proper. But men of all ranks and deſcrip- 
tions are deeply concerned in the doctrines of the 


Goſpel, and the miniſtrations of its teachers. Theſe 
are equally accommodated to the exigenciesof high 
and low, rich and poor, young and old. All are 


5 | involved 


AP 3 
involved in a flate of ſin and miſery ; and there 
is no name given under heaven, by which any of 
the human race can be ſaved, but the name of 
Jeſus. The ſame truths muſt be believed, and the 
ſame duties muſt be practiſed by all. Death and 
judgment are awaiting all. The diſtinctions of 
rank and fortune, inſtead of ſerving as an apology, 
will prove an aggravation of the guilt and con- 
demnation of thoſe, who abuſe their privileges, and 
reject the counſels of the Lord, which are com- 
municated by a preached Goſpel. Let none, there- 


fore, of whatever rank, deſpiſe prophecyings, or 


diſregard the miniſters and inſtitutions of religion. 
* Know them that are over you in the Lord, and 
„ admoniſh you; eſteem them very highly in love 
4 for their works ſake. Attend to their words; 
« incline your ears to their ſayings. Let them 
not depart from you; keep: them in the midſt 
„ of your hearts: for they are life to thoſe that 
« find them, and health to their bones.“ 


2. This leads me, in the 2d place, to urge more 
particularly the advantages of a due attendance on 
the public inſtitutions of religion, both to indivi- 
duals and ſociety. ee 
B . It 
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It hath been alleged by ſome ſhallow politicians, 
that the employing a conſiderable portion of time 
in religious exerciſes, is detrimental to the tem- 
poral intereſt of mankind. | Naw, ſuppoſing it to 
be ſo, (which I can by no means grant) what can 
be more reaſonable than that we ſhould provide 
for the welfare of our ſouls, as well as of our bo- 


dies ; for our eternal happineſs, as well as for 


our preſent accommodation? How deſpicable is 


a mere earth-· worm, whoſe whole time and affec- 


tions are engroſſed by theſe things, which periſh 
in the uſing ! How little real enjoyment has he ; 
what reſtleſſneſs and pain does the acquiſition of 
worldly poſſeſſions coft him; what anxiety does 


he feel to preſerve them, and how ſevere is his 


mortification on the unſucceſsfulneſs of his pro- 
jects! How ſuperior is that man, who mingles re- 


| lgious affections and duties with his, ſecular buſi- 


neſs; and whilſt he is not forgetful of the con- 
cerns of this life, derives his joy from a nobler 
{ource, and ſeeks for happineſs chiefly in another 
ftate ! | EY 

But, in truth, public religious inſtitutions have a 
moſt friendly influence even on our preſent in- 
tereſt, as they are excellent means of procuring 


the divine aſſiſtance and bleſſing to all our enter- 


priſ eg 


tt 3 
priſes. From the promiſes of God, and from the 
experience of mankind, there is the greateſt rea- 

fon to think, that if congregations, with united de- 
votion, acknowledge paſt favours, and implore fu- 
ture benefits, the Hearer of prayer will give a fa- 
vourable anſwer to their requeſts. This is fully 
confirmed by the hiſtory of the penitent Nine- 
vites, of the Jews and others, who have poured 
forth their interceſſions to God in times of national 
danger and diſtreſs, and have obtained deliverance. 
Be aſſured that the ſucceſs of our fleets and ar- 
mies, the proſperity of agriculture, commerce and 
manufactures, the growth of knowledge and other 
improvements in ſociety, depend upon the bleſſing 
of Heaven, and are promoted by united and fer- 
vent addreſſes to the Supreme Ruler and Diſpoſer 


of events. But if men caſt off the fear of God and 


his worſhip, they have juſt cauſe to dread the de- 
ſolations of war, famine, ſickneſs, and the other 
direful calamities which God has threatened 
againſt corrupted ſtates and individuals. On the 
other hand,—Shall not the protection and bleſſing 
of God, when obtained in anſwer to our prayers, 
much more than compenſate for the time ſpent in 
religious duties, or withheld from our ſecular oc- 

Bn, B 2 | cupations ? 


3 
cupations? Many alſo of the inſtructions and ex- 
hortations, which are delivered from the pulpit, re- 


late to the duties of this life, and have a powerful 


influence in exciting men to diligence and integri- 


ty in buſineſs, and to the faithful diſcharge of 


theſe relative duties, upon which our preſent wel- 
fare depends. There is the greateſt reaſon to 


think, that theſe obligations would be more fre 
quently neglected and violated, were it not for the 


awful ſanctions of religion, and the earneſtneſs with 


which they are urged by the miniſters of the Goſ- 


pel, as an important part of the Chriſtian charac- 
ter, and indiſpenſibly requiſite for the — of 
a future ſtate. 

But let us now attend to the influence af pub- 
lie religious exerciſes, on the ſpiritual improvement 
of mankind, which is of much more importance 
than their temporal proſperity. 

How much are pious affeQtions ſtrengthened by 
frequent aſſembling together for devotion ? So- 


ciety gives a kind of elaſticity or vigour to the 


mind. In folitude the ſpirits are apt to flag or, 


grow languid ; but company rouſes them, and diſ- 
poſes us to exert our powers with more force. 
Society, in devotion, as in other things, is found to 

45 have 
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have an invigorating influence on. pious minds, 


To ſee a large afſembly proftrating themſelves as 
with one conſent before the Lord of Heaven and 
earth ; to witneſs many devout ſouls confeſhng 
their offences, and imploring with united ardour 
private and public bleſſings; to hear them cele- 
brating as with one heart and voice, the praiſes of 
God for his various benefits. This, my friends, 


ſhould ſet in motion the ſprings of every heart, 


that is not entirely indiſpoſed for devotion. It 


tends to elevate our minds above all the low at- 
tachments of this world, and to fill them with ſen- 
timents of reverence, gratitude, love, and ſubmiſ- 


ſion, to the great Parent of mankind, and Eſta- 
bliſher of ſocieties, | 


Further, How natural a tendency has union in 


the exerciſes of devotion, to promote mutual love 


and concord. In the houſe of God the rich and 


poor mingle together, with little or no diſtinction 


of rank or condition. They appear there as equal 


in the moſt important circumſtances ; they ap- 
proach together to the throne of God as creatures 


of the ſame Almighty Being, as dependents on the 


ſame watchful and bountiful Providence; as fel- : 


iow fnners, and redeemed by the blood of the 
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( 14.) 
fame Saviour ; as profeſſors of the ſame religion, 
and joint-expectants of an eternal world. Such 
are the ideas which public devotion ſtrongly ſug- 
geſts. How unnatural and unſeemly muſt it be 
for men to join together in the worſhip of a God 


of love, with hearts rankling with envy, malice, or 
reſentment at one another? Should we not feel 


the obligation from ſocial or public devotion, to 
lay aſide all private animoſities and quarrels, and 
to lift up holy hands without wrath and doubt- 
ing? There is alſo much reaſon to expect, that in 
conſequence of the ſupplications of worſhipping 
aſſemblies, the influences of the Holy Spirit ſhall be 
beſtowed upon many for ſubduing ſinful inclina- 
tions, and promoting the divine life in their ſouls. 

Moreover, a preached goſpel, or the religious 
inſtructions, which are communicated in church, 
are highly conducive to the ſpiritual advantage of 
mankind. By the ſpecial authority of the great. 


Head of the church, hath the diſpenſation of the 


word and ſacraments been appointed, and hath 
been honoured with a much higher degree of the 
divine countenance and ſucceſs, than any other 
mean of religious improvement. In every age its 
powerful and ſalutary influence has been expe- 

rienced. 


1 
rienced. By the divine energy, that has attended 
a preached goſpel, it has been found that God 
loveth the gates of Lion more than all the dwel- 
lings of Jacob, and that when his people gather 
together in his name, he is in the midſt of them to 
bleſs them. How important are the ſubjects, that 
are treated of in the houſe of God; how cloſely 
connected with the eternal condition of mankind! 
Here the nature, extent, and penalties of the di- 
vine law are explained and inculcated. Here the 
wonderful plan of redemption through Jeſus Chrift 
is publiſhed ; and the miniſters of the goſpel, as 
the ambaſſadors of Chriſt, beſeech their hearers in 
his name to be reconciled unto God. Here men 
are urged to repentance, faith in Chriſt, and a holy 
life, by the rich mercies of their God and Saviour, 
and by the all-important iſſues of a future judge- 
ment. By the faithful preaching of the word of 
God, often are the conſciences even of obſtinate 
finners awakened, and a thorough change produced 
upon their diſpoſitions and conduct. The law 
« of the Lord is perfect, converting the ſoul. The 
„weapons of our warfare (ſays St. Paul, ſpeaking 


of the miniſtrations of the goſpel) are not car- 


nal, but mighty through God, to the pulling 
3 * down 
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5 doun of ſtrong-holds; caſting down imagina- 
« "tions and every high thing, that exalteth itſelf 


15 againſt the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity, every thought to the obedience 
« of Chriſt.” Tomany a preached gofpel is the 
favour of life unto life. Its energy. 1s exerted in 
the progreſſive improvement of believers in know- 
ledge, piety, and virtue. By its invigorating in- 
fluence the weak are ſtrengthened, the afflictetl are 


comforted, and all the children of God are train- 


ed up to a meetneſs for the glorious inheritance 
among the ſaints in light. Such are the bene- 
ficial effects of the miniſtry of reconciliation. How 
little then do they conſult their true intereſt, who 
deſpiſe prophecyings, or neglect the public inftitu- 
tions of religion. If you wiſh to become wiſe unto 
falvation, and to be admitted to the ſublime and 
delightful employments of the temple above, you 


muft be much engaged in the appointed means of 


inſtruction and grace. Thoſe who, without good 
cauſe, abſent themſelves from church, afford ſtrong 
indications of their being deſtitute of the princi- 


ples of religion : and ſuch as are remiſs in their at- 


tendance there, need not be ſurpriſed if the ſpi- 


ritual life is in a low and declining ſtate in their 
ſouls 


af 


„ 
fouls. You may as well expect to keep fire burn- 
ing without freſh fewel or to obtain large crops 
without labour, as to preſerve and cheriſh a ſpirit 
of devotion, whilſt you pay little regard to the or- 
dinances of the goſpel. Before I leave this branch 
of my ſubject, I would remind you of the utility of 


the public miniſtrations of religion to ſociety, as 


well as to individuals. Indeed, as ſociety is com- 


poſed of various individuals, what is conducive to 


the advantage of the latter, muſt tend to the proſ- 
perity of the former. That there is a cloſe con- 
nection between religion and good government, 
between attention to religious inſtruction and the 
character or ſtate of nations, has been readily ac- 
knowledged by the beſt writers on politics, and is 
a truth which cannot be diſputed by any candid 
obſerver of mankind. Indeed, the influence of re- 


ligion on ſociety is ſo apparent, that ſome have 


unjuſtly alleged that religion was a contrivance 


of ſtateſmen, to ſecure the obedience of ſubjects, 


or keep the world in awe. 

Many have obſerved the tendency which the 
meeting together one day in the week has in civi- 
lizing mankind, and promoting intercourſe among 
friends and neighbours, 
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But in much more important reſpects are publit 
worſhip and preaching uſeful to ſociety. They 
evidently tend to excite in the minds of men a re- 
verence for Deity, which is unqueſtionably the 
firmeſt bond of focial union. United addreſſes to 
him as our righteous Governor and Judge ſhould 
fill us with the fear of offending him, or of violat- 
ing thoſe laws, which have the ſanction of his au- Z 
thority, as well as of human legiſlatures, and on 
which the exiſtence and proſperity of ſociety de- 
pend. Indeed, the influence of magiſtrates to 
maintain good order would be ineffectual, were it 
not ſupported by the power of conſcience, or 2 
ſenſe of our accountableneſs to God, to the opera- 
tion of which the public inſtitutions of religion 
are highly ſubſervient. In all countries an oath 
or appeal to God hath been employed by magi- 
ſtrates or judges, as the beſt method of expiſcating 
truth and detecting guilt, But ean a due reſpect be 
preſerved for an oath, if men are not inſtructed 
in the principles of religion, or hold in contempt 
the exerciſes of devotion? The doctrines and pre- 
cepts, which the miniſters of the goſpel are called | 
to explain and inculcate, are ſuch as have an ob- 
710us and ſalutary influence on ſociety; as the 


perfections 


55 C Wy 3 
Perfections and authority of God, the character 
and offices of our Divine Saviour, the obligations 


ef truth, of juſtice, of temperance, of meekneſs, of 


ſympathy, and beneficence. It is then province 


alſo to illuſtrate and inforce the duties of the va- 


rious relations that ſubſiſt in ſociety ; as of hufband 


and wife, parent and child, maſter and ſervant, 


magiſſrate and ſubject. And the motives to the 


performance of theſe duties, which the goſpel ſug- 
geſts, are much more perſuaſive than thoſe that 


are drawn frem any other ſource. Powerful is 


the influence which the exhortations of faithful 


miniſters have, in reſtraining the progreſs of thoſe 


- vices which are moſt injurious to ſociety, and in 


promoting the converſion and reformation of ſin- 
ners. How ſalutary alſo are their inſtructions in 
animating good men to fidelity and diligence in 


duty, and in ſtrengthening and comforting them 
under the afflictions of life? Are not theſe, my 


brethren, moſt important ſervices to ſociety ? can 
the functions of miniſters then be juſtly accounted 
ſuperfluous, or worthy of conteiupt? is there any 
office more honourable in itſelf, or more conducive 
to the beſt intereſt of mankind ? are not they, who 
labour faithfully in word and doQtrine” entitled 
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to affectionate regard, and to the proper expreſſions 


of it from the community? Though I am far from 
wiſhing for affluent benefices to the miniſters of this 
church, yet it is fit that their livings ſhould bear a 
proportion to the circumſtances of the country, 
and afford ſuitable encouragement to men of ta- 
lents and learning, to devote themſelves to the mi- 
niſtry. Deſpiſe not prophecyings ; honour them 
that are over you in the Lord ; for they watch 
for your ſouls, as they that muſt give account, 
« that they may do 1t with joy, and not with 
? grief; for that i unprofitable for yoo.” 


3. The laſt ae by which I would urge 


2 regular and devout attendance on religious in- 
ſtitutions, is the example of the beſt men wha 


have lived in every age. The ſacred hiſtory is re- 
plete both with injunctions of public deyotion, 
and with examples of a due regard to it. We hear 
there of men afſembling even in the moſt early pe- 
riods for divine worſhip ; families and tribes join- | 
ed together in acoring their common Parent and 
Benefactor, and in imploring with united ardour 
thoſe bleſſings, which they ſtood in need of. We 


find che ancient patriarchs erecting altars in every 


CE RE 


country through which they paſſed, and joining 


with their families and attendants in offering their 
devotions and ſacrifices. 'The law of Moſes ex- 
hibits a large code of inſtitutions as to public wor- 


ſhip, in which the rites of religion, and the times 


and places for celebrating them, were fixed by di- 


vine appointment. Beſides the daily ſervice of 
the tabernacle or temple, the ſeventh day was en- 

tirely ſet apart for devotion, and puniſhment was 
| inflicted on ſuch as ſpent it without neceſſity in 
worldly occupations. At three ſolemn feſtivals in 
the year the Jews reſorted from all quarters to 
Jeruſalem. There, agrecably to the will of God, 


a magnificent temple was erected by Solomon for 


public worſhip ; and men were aſſured that if they 
offered their devotions with ſincerity, God would 


hear their prayers, and beſtow on them many im- 


portant bleſſings. In the books of Ezra and Ne- 


hemiah we are informed of the zeal and activity of 


the pious Jews, in rebuilding the temple when fal- 
len into ruins; of their aſſembling in the ſecond 
temple for public devotion and inſtruction, and of 
the expounding of the law in their preſence by the 
miniſters of religion. What joy did it afford to 
go2d King Jotiah, to find the original book of 

the 
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the law, which had been loft or miſlaid for a 
time; and with what alacrity did he aſſemble the 
people to hear it! 2 Chron. xxxiv. 30. How 
; ardent an affection for the tabernacle, what delight 
in the public exerciſes of religicn, does the royal 
Pſalmuft expreſs? © One thing have I defired, and 
that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the 
houſe of the Lord all the days of my life; to be- 
hold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in 


ry 
CT 


„his temple. Bleſſed is the man whom thou 
« chooſeſt and cauſeſt to approach unto thee, that 
« he may dwell in thy courts; we ſhall be ſatisfied 
„with the goodneſs of thy houſe, even of thy holy 
6 temple; my ſoul thirſteth for God, my fleſh 
« longeth for thee, to ſee thy power and thy glo- 
« xy, as I have ſeen them in the ſanctuary.” No 
words can expreſs a more warm attachment to the 
public inſtitutions of religion, than theſe, and ma- 
ny ſimilar paſſages in his writings. 

How regular was our Lord himſelf in his at- 
tendance on the temple. When only twelve 
years of age, he was carried up by the pious Mary 
and Joſeph to Jeruſalem to the feaſt of the paſſover. 
There we find him ſtaying behind in the midſt of 
the doctors in the temple, both hearing them and 

aſking 


CI I 
aſking them queſtions; and when chided by his 
mother for not accompanying them in their jour 
ney homewards, he faid—* Why did ye ſeek me? 
« wiſt ye not that I muſt be about my Father's 
„ buſineſs,” or as others tranſlate the words, © in 


„my Father's houſe ?” Jeſus began his public 


miniſtry with reading and explaining in the ſyna- 
gogue, a prophecy of Eſaias concerning himſelf. 
The ſacred hiſtorians obſerve, that it was the cuſ- 


tom both of Chriſt and his diſciples to attend the 


ſynagogue on Sabbath, and frequently on other 


days, and that they officiated in leading the pub 


lic devotions, and in explaining the truths and du- 


ties of religion. Numerous hearers attended their 


miniſtrations, and received the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God. Many, both Jews and Gentiles, 
became obedient to the faith. By the preaching 
of St. Paul, the hearts of Lydia, and many others, 
were opened to belieye the goſpel; and by a ſer- 
mon of St. Peter, no leſs than three thouſand per- 
ſons were added to the church of ſuch as ſhall be 


ſaved. In every age many of diſtinguiſhed perts 


and learning, have avowed their regard to the 
goſpel ; and I know of no inſtances of devout and 
 byely Chriſtians, who have wilfully and habitually 
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C44) 
neglected the public inſtitutions of religion. Tt 
will be found on inquiry, that thoſe who have 
grown remiſs in their attention to public worſhip, 
have proportionably declined in the ſpiritual life. 
Striking is the teſtimony, in Lord Chief Juſtice Hale's 
Addreſs to his Children, concerning the obſervation 
of the Sabbath, and religious inſtitutions.ä—“ I 
* have found (ſays that excellent judge) by 4 
* ſtrict and diligent attention, that a due regard to 
the duties of this day hath always had joined to 
« it, a bleſſing upon the reſt of my time. And the 
« week that hath been ſo begun, bath been bleſ- 
fed and proſperous to me. On the other hand, 
« when I have been negligent of the duties of this 
day, the reſt of the week has been unſucceſsful, 
« and unhappy to my own ſecular employments. 
« So that I could eaſily make an eftimate of my 
„ ſuccefs the week following, by the manner of 
my paſſing this day; and this he adds, I do not 
„ write lightly and inconſiderately, but upon a 
long and ſound obſervation and experience.“ 

You well know how much our wiſe and pious 
anceſtors prized the liberty of worſhipping God 
according to their conſciences. Many of them, 
under the terror of perſecution from tyrannical ru- 


lers, 


625 

ers, fed to mountains and ſequeſtered vales, to ce- 
lebrate the rites of ſocial worſhip. Others choſe 
to abandon their deareſt friends and poſſeſſions, 
and repair to other countries, where they could 
exerciſe the rights of conſcience with freedom. To 
the. heroic exertions and ſufferings of many of 
them, we owe, under God, the high privileges we 
now enjoy. Their memoirs and writings are ex- 
preſſive of the ſtrongeſt attachment, to the ordi- 
Dances of the goſpel, and ti e high joy they fel. in 
the houſe of God, and at the Lord's table. Can 
you imitate, my friends, more excellent examples 
than theſe? Many of you, I truſt, venerate the me- 
mory of your forefathers, and have a juſt value for 
that excellent form of government, for which they 
bravely contended: but be aſſured that no part of 
their character more juſtly claims admiration and 
eſteem, than their zeal for religious inſtitutions, 
and the ſacred rights of conſcience. Be not you 
then remiſs in improving the privileges, which 
they have tranſmitted to you at ſa coſtly a price. 
Let not the pews or ſeats, which they once filled 
in our worſhipping aſſemblies, be vacant. If you 
reſemble them in their ſpirit of devotion, you ſhall 
participate with them in their exalted joys. 

V But 
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But, indeed, public worſhip is a dictate or duty 
of natural religion, as well as of revealed. I might 
urge the diligent performance of it from the exam- 
ples of Heathens as well as of Chriſtians. There is 
ſcarcely any country, of which hiſtory informs us, 
where public worchip has not been celebrated. 
Though Heathen nations have grolsly erred both 
as to rhe objects and modes of worſhip, they have 
united in a conviction of their dependence on Delty, 
and their obligation to acts of religion. Their 
ſupplications in the view of battles, and other 
important enterpriſes, and their thankigivings 
on victories, were performed with a degree cf 
ſolemnity, which may abaſh many Chriſtian na- 
tions. But there were allo ftated daily devo- 
tions in their temples and at their altars, which 
were expreſſed by prayers, libations, and ſacrificeg. 
The writings of their philoſophers and poets, 
abound with proofs of their attention to the pub- 
lic offices of religion. Such a general conſent as 
to public warſkip, ſtews it to be a dictate of na- 
ture. When we ſee perſons of diſtant countries, 
and oppoſite ſentiments and uſages agreeing in it, 

mult we not conſider it as the reſult of a univerſal 
{enſe of dependence on God; and may we not in- 


ter that ihote, Wh 0 deſpi ile or neglect the duties of. 


religion, 


CH 4 
Kligion, counteract the original and nobleſt feet. 
ings of their minds? Be perſuaded, then, to attend 
with punctuality and reverence the bouſe of God ; 
ſince it clearly appears to be reaſonable in itſelf, 
conducive to the intereit of individuals and ſo- 
elety, and recommended by the authority and ex- 
ample of the wiſeſt and beſt men that ever lived. 


II. I ſhall now proceed to refate, in a few words, 
the apologies for the neglect of the public offices of 
: * 


devotion and inſtruction. 


1. Some urge the want of time or leiſure for 
theſe duties. They ſay that their time is moſtly 
occupied about their worldly buſinels, and that 
they think it more conducive to their health, to 
employ their ſpare hours in fome amuſements. 
But can you think it reaſonable, my friends, to 
ſpend your whole ſtrength and time in amaſſing 
the things of this world, and beſtow none in pro- 
viding for your eternal happineſs? Is the ſoul the 
nobleſt part of your nature, and ſhall its welfare 
have no part of your rezard? Beſides, is there not 
much ground to believe that the divine bleſting is 
requifite for the ſucceſs of our ſchemes and pur- 
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ſuits ; and if it is ſo, farely that time is not miſs 
pent, which is employed in devotion ? But many 
urge the apology of buſineſs without cauſe. - They 
can find leiſure for parties of pleaſure and criminal 
diſſipation, though they pretend to have none for 
theſe religious exerciſes, on which their everlaſting 
welfare depends. It will be found on inquiry 
that none have been more diligent and ſucceſsful 
in buſineſs, than many who have been regular in 
the duties of public and private devotion. Though 
the cares of a family and our ſecular employments 
are worthy objects of attention, they ought to go 
hand in hand with the ſtill more important du- 
ties of piety. Such a union will preſerve us from 
an iminoderate attachment to earthly enjoyments ; 
while, at the ſame time, it animates us to diligence 
and integrity in every tranſaction. 


2. Again—Fhere are others, who fay that they 
have no need to go to church, for they can wor- 
ſhip God, and read the Bible and other pious books 
at home. But is not public worſhip one great 
end of aſſembling in the houſe of God; and is it 
not fit that thoſe, who are connected by neigh- 
bourhood, and by the experience of common wants 

| 5 and. 


( 29 ) 
and common mercies, ſhould frequently unite in 
addreſſes to the Governor of the world? As to 
the inſtructions communicated in church, we do 
not ſay that you cannot receive the fame informa- 
tion at home. But this we aver, that a preached 
Goſpel has more particularly the ſanction of divine 
appointment, and has been more abundantly bleſ- 


{ed by God, for the ſpiritual improvement of man- 
winds: - | 


3. Many aſſign as the reaſon of abſence from 
their churches, that they are not pleaſed with the 
miniſters, who preſide there in the offices of reli- 
gion. | 
I am fully ſenſible of the importance of mini- 
fters being acceptable to thoſe under their charge, 
in order to their being uſeful. But congregations 
{ſhould beware of unjuſt prejudices againſt worthy 
paſtors. Though ſome miniſters ſhould not be 
poſſeſſed of ſhining gifts, or remarkable for ele- 
gance of compoſition and delivery, this is not a2 
fufficient reaſon for neglecting their miniſtrations. 
If we have an appetite, we will not reje& whole. 
ſome food, though it ſhould not have the ſeaſon- 
ing of luxurious cookery. It is not ſo much the 

2 | ſtyle 
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ſtyle or mode, as the matter of public inſtructicnis, 
to which we ſhould be attentive. © To heap to 
* themſelves teachers having itching ears,” is a 
melanch ly ſymptom of the apoſtacy of the latter 
times. Paul ſharply reproved the church at Co- 
rinth, for ranking themſelves under different lead- 
ers, and ſaying—* I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, 
„and I of Cephas, and I of Chrift.” When the 
mind is deeply impreſſed with divine things, we 
will be more diſpoſed to muſe on, and apply re- 
ligious truth- to ourfelves, than to be liberal in 
encomiums or cenſures on the ſpeaker. There 
are very few (if any) preachers, from whom 4 
humble and attentive hearer, may not receive ſome 
profit as to the things which tend to his everlaſt- 
ing peace. Even doubts as to the piety and ſin- 
cerity of particular miniſters will not warrant a 
diſregard to their miniſtrations, whillt theſe are 
conformable to the Scriptures. © The Scribes and 
« Phariſees (ſaid our Lord to the Jews) fit in 
* Moſes' {eat ; thercfore whatſoever they bid you; 
« that obſerve and do.—But do not ye after their 
„„ works, for they ſay and do not.” 

But, at any rate, ſhould any labour under ſuch . 
unfavourable impreſſions as to the doctrine and 


conduct 


1 
conduct of any miniſter, as to mar the proſpect of 
their being edified by him, this is not an apology 
for the neglect of public ordinances, when they 
may, with perhaps a little additional trouble, at- 
tend the miniſtrations of others of undoubted or- 


thodoxy and good character. 


The laſt excuſe I ſhall take notice of for a bad 
attendance on the public inftitutions of religion is, 
the apprehenſion of receiving injury to health, 
from the dampneſs or coldneſs of the church, its 

being overcrowded or too thin, or from the length 
ol the ſervice. It is a pity that any ſhould be de- 
terred by the inconveniency of places of public 
worſhip ; but this is too often owing to the parſi- 
mony of thoſe who make this apology. Though 
attention to a delicate or weakly conſtitution is 
proper, I ſuſpect this excule is ſometimes made by 
thole, who are not prevented by it from ſitting for 
ſeveral hours together, in a crowded play-houſe or 
from going to church, would eaſily be ſurmount- 
ed, if they ſaw any immediate proſpect of obtain- 
ing there any acceſſion to their wealth or honour. 
At the fame time, I allow that valetudinary per- 
{ons ſhould proportion their attendance to the de- 


ball-room. The pretended hindrances to many 
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( 32 ) 
gree of their ſtrength. But neither want of health 
nor the taking care of the fick, can be urged by 
many for their abſence from the houſe of God- 

I entreat all of you, therefore, to be punctual in 
your attendance on the ordinances of the Goſpel. 
Be not content with giving your bodily preſence ; 
but remember that God is a ſpirit, and muſt be 
worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. Hear the word 
of God, under awful impreſſions, that it ſhall prove 
to you either the ſavour of life unto life, or of 
death unto death. ; 

To thoſe in the higher ranks of life, before whom 
I have now the honour to ſpeak, I would uſe the 
liberty of a ſpiritual counſellor and friend, by ex- 
horting you to a ſteady attention to the inſtitu- 
tions of religion. Be aſſured, my reſpected hearers, 
that they are the beſt means of ſaving your own | 
ſouls, and of enabling you to diſcharge with fideli- 
ty and ſucceſs, the duties of the ſtations which Pro- 


vidence has aſſigned you. They will excite you ta 


employ the talents you poſſeſs for the benefit of 


mankind. They will prove an excellent antidote to 


the dangers of proſperity, and a powerful ſupport 
under all the viciſſitudes of fortune. They will 
give an additional reliſh to all the comforts you 


enJoy, 
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enjoy, and will yield ſolace to your minds under 
every perſonal and domeſtic diſtreſs. Remember 
too, that your example is likely to have much in- 
fluence on thoſe around you. The manners of the 85 
great, are imitated by their inferiors; by their 
children, their ſervants, their tenants and others. 
If your influence is exerted in giving countenance | 
to religious inſtitutions, and in exhibiting a con- 
duct becoming the Goſpel, you will overawe and 
reſtrain the profane and licentious by your autho- 
Tity, and diffuſe a regard to religion and virtue 
among thoſe about you. Your exemplary and 
conſiſtent conduct, will ſecure you a high degree 
of eſteem and honour, and promote the ſucceſs of 
any meaſures you may employ for the benefit of 
your neighbours, and the proſperity of your coun- 
try. But if you ſhould ſhew no regard to the du- 
ties of religion, you need not be ſurpriſed, if your 
inferiors diſregard them alſo; and that in conſe- 
quence of it, anarchy and a general diſſoluteneſs 
of manners.prevail. Such have been the woeful 
effects of irreligion among pretended philoſophers 
and people of faſhion in a neighbouring country. 
From their hiſtory let us learn wiſdom, © Them 
* | ® that 
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that honour God, he will honour ; but thoſe 
_ * who deſpiſe him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” * 


Suffer me to conclude this diſcourſe with a ſhort 
addreſs to you, my Reverend fathers and brethren, 
who are intruſted with preſiding in the public of- 
fices of religion in this national church. Let us 
diſcharge this important truſt with fidelity. In 
our public devotions, let us guard, on the one hand, 
ted with a cloſe adherence to forms, and on the 
other, againſt the looſeneſs and familiarity that are 
apt to attend extempore effuſions. Let us ex- 
preſs ourſelves chiefly, in the ſimple and animated 
language of Scripture, and accommodate our de- 
votional exerciſes to the different circumſtances 
of our fellow worſhippers, of our country, of the 
church of Chriſt, and of mankind. 
Let our public inſtructions be the reſult of an 
accurate ftudy of the Scriptures, and of due confi- 
deration of the particular ſubjects to which we 
call the attention of our hearers. If we wiſh to 
afford no cauſe for deſpiſing prophecying, let us 
ſtrive to interpret juſtly the oracles of God, and by 
manifeſtation of the truth, to commend ourſelves to 


every 


8 
every man's conſcience in the ſight of God. In 
all our miniſtrations let us have a ſingle eye to the 
glory of God, and to the ſalvation of mankind. 
Finally, in the whole of our conduct let us be 
patterns of piety and good works, and give no juſt 


cauſe of offence in any thing, that our miniſtry be 
not blamed. 
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